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SUBJECT: UNHCR ROLE IN CURRENT REFUGEE PROBLEM 
REF: A) SAIGON 3553, B) GENEVA 2110, C) USUN 0979, 

D) GENEVA 2180 

1. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS THAT UNHCR ROLE IN VIETNAM SHOULD 
BE EXPANDED IN PRESENT EMERGENCY, BUT THAT IT PROBABLY 
COULD NOT BE HELPFUL IN MOBILIZING ASSISTANCE TO MOVEMENT 
OF REFUGEES FROM DANANG AND OTHER COASTAL CITIES, (REF A). 

2. WE BELIEVE THAT UNHCR COULD BE HELPFUL IN ANY OR ALL 
OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS: (A) SERVING AS FOCAL POINT FOR THE 
COLLECTION AND CHANNELING OF CONTRIBUTIONS FOR REFUGEE 
RELIEF FROM THE WORLD COMMUNITY, (B) RECEIVING AND SCREEN- 
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DONORS, (C) DEVELOPING A SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTING FOR AND 
REPORTING CONTRIBUTIONS, AND (D) COORDINATING THE WORK OF 
UN AGENCIES, INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS AND VOLUNTARY 
AGENCIES TO MEET OPERATIONAL RELIEF NEEDS AS DEFINED BY THE 
GVN AND TO ASSURE THAT REFUGEES ARE RECEIVING ASSISTANCE AS 
NEEDED. THE UNHCR HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN FOCAL POINT ROLE 
INVOLVING ALL OF THESE ELEMENTS DURING BENGALI REFUGEE 
MOVEMENT INTO INDIA SEVERAL YEARS AGO, IN PRESENT CYPRUS 
SITUATION, AND ELSEWHERE. EXTENT OF ITS ROLE IN RVN WOULD 
DEPEND UPON WISHES OF GVN AND WILLINGNESS OF UNSYG AND 
UNHCR TO BECOME INVOLVED, AS WELL AS UNHCR CAPABILITY IN 

LIGHT OF OTHER CURRENT DEMANDS UPON ITS SERVICES, SUCH AS 
CYPRUS, FORMER PORTUGUESE COLONIES, AND CHILEAN REFUGEES. 

3. IN DISCUSSION WITH DEPARTMENT AND AID OFFICIALS MARCH 
27, UNHCR REPRESENTATIVES DAYAL AND COAT EXPRESSED THE 
VIEW THAT HIGH COMMISSIONER WOULD HAVE TO PRESERVE BALANCE 
BETWEEN RELIEF EFFORTS IN RVN AND THOSE IN AREAS 
CONTROLLED BY PRG. THEY ALSO WERE SOMEWHAT RELUCTANT TO 
AGREE THAT UNHCR SHOULD APPEAL FOR FUNDS IMMEDIATELY ON 
HEELS OF RED CROSS APPEAL (REF B). 

4. IN LIGHT OF ABOVE, EMBASSY SAIGON IS REQUESTED TO 
DISCUSS WITH GVN WHAT ROLE IT WOULD WISH UNHCR TO PLAY IN 
PRESENT REFUGEE SITUATION AND ASK GVN TO REQUEST UNSYG TO 
GIVE UNHCR A MANDATE ACCORDINGLY. REF C REPORTS THAT THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL'S ATTITUDE IS POSITIVE AND THAT HE 
EXPECTS THE UN TO PLAY A LARGER ROLE. 

5. GENEVA IS REQUESTED TO ASCERTAIN UNHCR CAPABILITY TO 
ASSUME ROLE IN REFUGEE RELIEF OPERATION IN VIETNAM WITHOUT 
IMPAIRING ITS IMPORTANT WORK IN CYPRUS, SOUTHERN AFRICA 
AND ELSEWHERE. KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, REFUGEE RELIEF 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 29 MAR 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE071717 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LAWIESNER:ND 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 10-0698 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975034/aaaaadaa.tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 SAIGON 3553, 75 GENEVA 2110, 75 USUN 0979 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: greeneet 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <30 OCT 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNHCR ROLE IN CURRENT REFUGEE PROBLEM 
TAGS: SREF, VS, UNHCR 
To: SAIGON GENEVA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



